to stock this important contraception unless
they are persuaded there is a need. If you
would like to obtain a copy of the survey report,
please contact us by e-mail at
info.public@ppnt.org.

Join Us For 2007 Lobby Day!

Join the Planned Parenthood of North Texas
Action Fund on February 28, 2007, for Lobby
Day in Austin. Lobby Day is a great opportunity
to meet with representatives from North Texas
and tell them why reproductive health care
access is important to you. It provides
participants with invaluable experience, fun, and
a chance to meet other choice supporters from
North Texas and around the state.

No experience is necessary and PPNT Action
Fund will provide free transportation and snacks.
Buses will leave from the administrative offices
in Dallas and Fort Worth at 7:00a.m. and we
will be home by 7:00p.m.

Don't miss out—contact Selena Hoffman at
(214) 363-2004 ext. 179, Jessica Leinwand at
(817) 882-1155 ext. 2230, or
info.public@ppnt.org to reserve a spot today!

Help Make a Change!

PPNT is recruiting volunteers who want to
promote access to family planning and
reproductive health care. The beginning of the
legislative session is the perfect time to get
involved! Your legislators need to hear from
you about the importance of family planning to
the health of Texas women and their families.

To get involved, fill out the enclosed “Make a
Change in the 80th Legislature” postcard and
mail it in. Don't forget a stamp!

Texas needs a change, and we can't do it
without you!

PPNT
Q@ 7424 GREENVILLE AVENUE, SUITE 206
DALLAS, TEXAS 75231

Lobby Day is
February 28.
Mark your
calendars and
tell your
friends! See
inside for more
details.

Nonprofit Org
U.S. Postage
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Dallas, TX
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Texas Legislative Session
Starts January 9

The 80th Texas Legislative session begins
January 9, 2007, and PPNT is geared up to
promote access to family planning and
reproductive health care services for Texas
women and their families.

PPNT's top legislative priorities in 2007 are
to oppose further cuts in family planning
funding; to ensure that family planning
funds are allocated to qualified, proven
providers of these services; and to promote
the Texas Prevention First Act, which will
help to prevent unintended pregnancies by
increasing knowledge of and access to
family planning health care in Texas.

In addition to advancing our legislative
priorities, we will be opposing anti-family
planning and anti-choice legislation, some
of which have already been filed:

HB 21: Current law requires physicians to
give a woman certain information at least
24 hours before having an abortion. This
includes standard information about the
procedure that is commonly provided by
voice recording over the phone. The
physician must also offer a woman seeking
an abortion the opportunity to view
additional, state-directed materials that are
available on a website, by mail, or in the
clinic. HB 21, filed by Rep. Frank Corte (R-
San Antonio), would change the current law
in two ways.

First, it would disallow clinics from providing
the standard information by audio or video
recording. The bill would require physicians
to provide this information orally in person
or over the phone. Second, HB 21 would
mandate that a woman be given the state-
directed materials prior to having an
abortion, even if she does not want to
review them.

This bill would do nothing new to inform
women. Rather, it would make the
provision of abortion more difficult for
clinics and physicians, thereby decreasing a
woman's access to the procedure. The bill
would also increase costs to clinics, as they
are required to purchase the state-directed
materials, rather than receiving them for
free as they do many other health care
brochures from the state. Even worse, the
state-dir ected materials provide
inaccurate information intended to
dissuade a woman from having an abortion.
For example, they discuss a link between
abortion and breast cancer that does not
exist.

HB 23: This bill, also filed by Rep. Corte,
would place undue regulations on the
provision of nonpr escription emergency
contraception (EC). HB 23 would require
that pharmacists inform women who seek
EC that the drug may prevent implantation
or fertilization, but leaves out the fact that it
can also prevent ovulation in the first place.
They must do this both orally and in writing.
Additionally, the bill would require
pharmacies to display a foot-and-a-half by



two-foot sign by each register in the
establishment that reads:

Olfyou believethat life begins at
fertilizationNthe point where the spem
and egg uniteNthen you need to know
that emergency contraception may either
function asa contraceptiveto preventthe
egg and spem from uniting or preventthe
implantation of your alreadyfertilized egg in
your womb. The pharmacistdispensingthis
drug is required to explainto you how the
product may help to preventyour
pregnancyO

The bill would also mandate that the
purchaser show a drivers license, sign and
date the purchase, and sign that the
aforementioned information was provided.
The pharmacy would be required to keep
these records for two years.

This bill would be a huge step backward in
the prevention of unintended pregnancies.
The Food and Drug Administration just
recently approved EC as a nonprescription
drug for women ages eighteen and older,
and this legislation would defeat that
purpose of having EC more readily available.

Additionally, requiring that women sign for
EC and that pharmacies keep these records
would essentially create a registry of women
who have purchased the contraceptive.

This is an invasion of women's privacy.
Because of these unnecessary barriers,
women may be dissuaded from using EC to
prevent possible unintended pregnancies.

Learn more about these and other
bills at www .ppnt.org. To hear the
latest news from the Texas
Legislature as soon as it happens,
send us your e-mail address at
info.public@ppnt.org or sign up for
the Action Network at

www .ppnt.org.

Anti-Bir th Control Advocate
to Oversee Family Planning
Programs

As unbelievable as it sounds, in November
President Bush appointed Dr. Eric Keroack—
an obstetrician/gynecologist who does not
believe in birth control —to head the
federal Title X family planning program.
This appointment did not require the
approval of the U.S. Senate. In this role, Dr.
Keroack will oversee the disbursement of
some $283 million in family planning funds.

Prior to his appointment, Dr. Keroack served
as the medical director of six crisis
pregnancy centers (CPCs) run by A
Woman's Concern. This should be of
concern to women, since the CPCs
managed by Dr. Keroack have an anti-
contraception policy which states they do
not distribute or encourage the use of
contraception, because they believe that
birth control is “demeaning to women,
degrading of human sexuality, and adverse
to human health and happiness.”
Additionally, these centers do not provide
comprehensive reproductive health care,
such as that found at Title X health care
clinics.

Dr. Keroack also supports an extreme
abstinence-until-marriage curriculum that
prohibits teaching about the benefits of
contraception to prevent pregnancy and
sexually transmitted infections.

Title X is the only federal program dedicated
to the provision of family planning services
and provides Pap smears, breast exams,
contraception, and sexually transmitted
infection testing and treatment to over five
million low-income women every year.

PPNT currently receives Title X funding at
thirteen of its North Texas clinics.

The Title X program is too important to
American women and their families to be in
the hands of an anti-birth control zealot.



Thus, PPNT is urging Health and Human
Services Secretary Mike Leavitt to replace Dr.
Keroack with a Title X administrator who is
truly committed to protecting women's
access to basic health care. You can help
by visiting our website at

www .ppnt.or g and signing our petition
to Secretary Leauvitt.

Update on Abortion Bans

Reproductive health care advocates
welcomed a victory in South Dakota on
November 7 as voters in that state struck
down the abortion ban that would have
outlawed all abortions in that state except
those to save the life of a pregnant woman.

Though the results in South Dakota were
heartening, there is another battle taking
place right now in the U.S. Supreme Court
that could also have a dangerous impact on
a woman's right to choose the safest and
most appropriate medical care. On
November 8, the U.S. Supreme Court heard
oral arguments in Gonzalesv. Planned
ParenthoodFederationof Americaand
Gonzalesv. Cahart, two of three cases
challenging the federal abortion ban. The
ban, which was signed by President Bush on
November 5, 2003, is the first federal
abortion ban since Roev. Wade was
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1973.

The federal abortion ban provides NO
health exception for a pregnant woman
and is written so vaguely that doctors are
unable to distinguish which procedures they
can and cannot legally perform, including
procedures as early as twelve weeks of
pregnancy.

Just six years ago, the Supreme Court struck
down a very similar abortion ban passed by
the state of Nebraska because it did not
contain a health exception and was written
with equally vague language. The Court is
expected to rule by July 2007.

FDA Approves ECfor Behind-
the-Counter Sales

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
announced on August 24 that it had
approved Barr Pharmaceuticals' Plan B
emergency contraception (EC) for behind-
the-counter sales to women eighteen years
of age and older. After three years of
continuous and unreasonable delays, this
victory will finally help millions of women to
prevent unintended pregnancies.
Unfortunately, women under the age of
eighteen will still need to obtain a
prescription from a doctor for Plan B.

It's been an uphill battle to convince the
FDA to approve nonprescription sales for
this important back-up method of birth
control. Barr Pharmaceuticals first
submitted an application for over-the-
counter approval backin 2003. The FDA's
own scientific advisory board voted 23-4
soon after in favor of approving the
contraceptive for nonprescription sales to
women of all ages but political pressure
from anti-choice groups kept the application
on hold. Plan B will remain behind the
pharmacy counter, and women who
purchase it will be required to show a
government-issued ID.

PPNT volunteers recently completed a survey
of North Texas pharmacies to assess the
availability of EC. Of the 950 pharmacies
surveyed, only 43% indicated at the time of
the survey that they did have EC in stock
and available for purchase. Startlingly, 50%
of the pharmacies surveyed did not carry EC
and did not indicate any plans to stock the
contraception in the near future. The
conclusion is simple—EC is not readily
accessible in North Texas.

With the recent approval of Plan B for
nonpr escription sales, women
throughout North Texas are encouraged
to ask their pharmacist for ECNjust in
case! Pharmacies will not be encouraged
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