Birth Control Prices Still Sky High

Millions of women around the country continue
to loseaccesso affordable birth control due to
the changein the federal Deficit ReductionAct
(DRA). Thischange inadvettently blocked uni-
versityclinicsand some non-profit health cen-
ters from receivingdiscounted contraceptives
through an incentive program that encourages
drug companiesto offer medicationsat verylow
prices. Without these discounts,providershave
been unable to offer affordable birth control
suppliesto their patients.

Now birth control pricesare skyrocketingto
double, eventriple, amounts here in North Texas
and in the U.S. At the Universityof North Texas,
for example,birth control priceshaverisento as
high as $45 a month, which is quite a hardship
for working students already struggling with
rising gas costsand everincreasingtuition rates.
Many women are losing accesso basic, but
critical, health care simply becausethey cannot
afford itNincreasing their risk for unintended
pregnanciesand avoidablehealth problems.

Thank you to everyone who sent a postcard
to Texas Senator Hutchison urging her to
act immediately to fix the drug pricing
problem. You sent in more than 700 post-
cards, and they are still coming!

Now, Congressis taking action in responseto
recent public outcry. Rep.Crowley (D-NY)intro-
duced the OPevention Through Affordable
AccessActO (HR4054) in the U.S.Housethat
would be a no-cost technicalfix to help restore
affordable birth control prices. SenatorObama
(D-IL)introduced an identical bill (S2002) in the
Senate.

Congressneedsto resolvethis crisisnow. Call
your legislators today and encourage them
to become a cosponsor of HR4054 or S
2002. You can also go to the Take Action
section on our homepage at www .ppnt.or g
to senda messagein support of affordable birth
control. Askyour legislatorswhy this simple fix
that would cost taxpayersnothing hasyet to be
completed!
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Texas Ranks No. 1 in Teen Births

Texasteenagersages15-19 now lead the
nation in both teen births and in second
births to teen mothers, accordingto a
recent report releasedby the nonprofit
group Child Trends. According to the
reseach, Texas'teen birth rate dropped by
only 19% between 1991 and 2004, while
the U.S.teen birth rate dropped 33%. In
2004 alone, 24% of births by Texasadoles
centswere a seconddelively.

On the other hand, California experienceda
much greater reduction in teen pregnancies
(47%) in the sameperiod. Much of the dif-
ferencesbetween the statescan be attrib-
uted to variancesin both sexeducation pro-
grams and adolescents'accesso reproduc-
tive health care services.

The Texas Approach

Texaslaw doesnot require schoolsto pro-
vide sexualityeducation. If a sexuality
courseis taught, it must discussabstinence
asthe preferred behavior for unmarried per-
sonsand teach that condoms and contra-
ceptivesare ineffective at diseaseand preg-
nancy prevention. Sexeducation classesare
not requiredto presentthe health benefits
of contraceptiveand condom use.
Additionally, Texasteens are not guaranteed
confidential health servicesprompting
many young people to avoid reproductive
health servicesuntil it istoo late to prevent
an unintended pregnancyor sexuallytrans-
mitted infection.

The California Approach

Alternatively California law encourages
schoolsto teach comprehensivesexuality
education, which includesthe benefits of
remaining abstinent but also providespost
tive information on condoms and contracep-
tion for those who are sexuallyactive.
California family planning programs also
protect adolescents'confidential accessto
reproductive health care and make it afford-
able for them.

Newly releasedinformation from Emeiging
Answers2007 by The National Campaignto
Prevent Teen and Unintended Pregnancy
reaffir ms the effectiveness of compre-
hensive sex education programs, those
that focus on both abstinence and con-
traception. Thereport showsthat two-
thirds of the comprehensiveprograms
studied both delaythe initiation of sexand
increasethe useof contraception when
young people do become sexuallyactive.
Thereport shows no strong evidencethat
abstinence-onlyprograms do the same.

Texasneedsto protect teens' health and
change the outdated approach that inhibits
people from making healthy decisionsand
discouragesproactive family communica
tion.

Help Protect Teens Through REALSex
Education! The ResponsibleEducation
About Life (REALAct would provide
funding to statesfor medically-accurate,
comprehensivesexeducation that includes
information about both abstinenceand con-
traception that teensneed to protect



themselves. Urge your representativeso
support the REALAct. Go to

www .ppnt.or g and send an e-mail
today through the Take Action section
on our homepage.

President Vetoes Preventive
Health Care for Women

President Bushvetoed a bipartisan spending
bill meant to fund vital education, social
and health programs, including family plan-
ning programs, eventhough Congress
passedthe bill with wide support.

The 2008 LaborHealth and Human Services
(LaborHHS)spending bill allocated $311
million to Title X, the national program to
fund family planning sewices. Thisis $28
million more than the program receivedlast
yearand the largestincreaseit hasseenin
35 years! It isveryimportant that the pro-
gram receivethis increase,asit would help
139,000 more women receivesewicesand
help avert another 24,000 unintended preg-
nanciesnext yeart

The spending bill now headsback to
Congressto attempt to overridethe
President'sveto.

TheTitle X is the nation's sole program
dedicatedto reproductive health care
serviceso low-income women,
including:

> Papsmearsand breastexams.
> Contraception.

> Testing and treatment for sexually
transmitted infections.

> Theuseof Title X funds for abortions
is prohibited.

> Everyyear Title X helpsto prevent
one million unintended pregnancies,
half of which would end in an
abortion.

House Defeats Anti-Choice Attack on
Planned Parenthood

During deliberationsin the Houseover the
LaborHHSspending bill, Rep.Pence(R-IN)
offered an amendmentto the bill that
would have specificallyprohibited Title X
funds from going to PlannedPaenthood
health centers. Thisamendmentwas a
viciousattack that would have burdened
those who rely on our servicedor afford-
able, accessiblecare. Fortunately , the
Pence amendment was defeated 231-
189! Unfortunately , every North Texas
Representative voted in favor of the
Pence amendment except Rep. EB
Johnson, Rep. Edwards, and Rep.
Granger.

Senate Stands Up For Reproductive
Health Care

When the Senatedebated the LaborHHS
bill, SenatorVitter (R-LA)introduced an
amendmentto preventany health care
organization that providesabortions (even
with private funds) from receivingfederal
family planning dollars. Theamendment
was an unnecessay, political attack meant
to further restrictaccesso abortion and
had nothing to do with women's health
care. The Vitter amendment was
defeated by a vote of 52-41!
Unfortunately , both Texas Senators
Hutchison and Cornyn voted for the
Vitter amendment.

Thanksto the quick actions of supporters
like you, these wrongheaded amend-
ments were defeated. In the futur e,
you can speak out for affordable
health care, too! Signup for our
Action Network at www .ppnt.org or
sendus your e-mail addressat
info.public@ppnt.orgto leam about
eventsin the TexasLegislatue and
Congressas soon asthey happen.




Texas Voters Passinitiative to
Help End Cancer

Eachyear 37,000 Texansdie from cancer
and 95,000 new casesare diagnosedin the
state. Now, thanksto the passageof
Proposition 15, $300 million in grants can
be awarded to Texasresearchinstitutions
annuallyin order to fund cancerprevention
and reseach efforts.

Thank you to everyone who voted for
Proposition 15, which passed 69% to
31% on November 6.

Proposition 15 authorizes$3 billion in state
generalrevenuebonds to be sold over a 10-
year period in order to finance the Cancer
Prevention and Reseath Institute of Texas.
Texascan now be known for cancer
reseach and lead the way for innovative
biomedicaltechnology. Grant monies will
also support existing cancerreseach efforts
and implement the TexasCancerPlan,a
statewide blueprint for cancerprevention
and control. Formore information about
Poposition 15, visit

www . Texans®CureCancercom.

President Vetoes Children's Health
Insurance Legislation

As promised, PresidentBushvetoed HR 976,
the State Children's Health Insurance
Program (SCHIPJeauthorization bill meant
to provide millions of low-income children
with health insurance. The program was
setto expire on September30, 2007, but
Congressvoted to continue funding for the
program at cumrent levelsuntil December

Soonafter the Presidentvetoed SCHIPthe
legislationwas sent back to Congressin an
attempt to override the President'saction.
While the Senatevoted 67-29 to overide
the veto, the Housewas not able to do so,
passingthe bill 265-159, 24 votesshort.

A new compromisebill (HR3963) calledthe
Children's Health InsuranceReauthorization
Act of 2007 (CHIPRA]Js being considered
by Congress,but the Presidenthasindicated
he will veto this new compromisenbill, as
well.

SCHIPRwas created to provide health insur-
anceto low-income children whose families
are not poor enough to qualify for
Medicaid, but who make too little to afford
private health insurance(up to 200% of the
federal poverty level or $41,300 annuallyfor
a family of four). To date, the program has
helped reduce the number of uninsured
children by one-third, from 23% to 15%,
and provided coveragefor about sixmillion
children.

Both the original and compromise health
insurancebills contain a $35 billion increase
in funding that would provide coveragefor
four million more uninsured children. If
Congressfails to reauthorize SCHIR
300,000 children will lose coverage in
Texas alone. Texas has the highest per-
centage of uninsur ed childrenNone out
of five wer e uninsur ed in 2006.

Everychild deservespreventivehealth care.
CHIPRAexplicitly preventsstatesfrom
adopting new expansionsto include chil-
dren whose family eamings are above
300% of the federal poverty level ($61,950
annuallyfor a family of four) and focuseson
first enrolling the lowest income children
who do not have accesso private insurance
from a parent's employer In other words,
NO state will be allowed to coverchildren
whose families make up to $83,000 a year
nor will families be encouragedto shift
from private insuranceto SCHIPas has
beenincorrectly reported by some oppo-
nents of this program.
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