program at $283 million—the same funding
level as the FY2006 and FY2007 budgets. This
funding level continues to critically undermine
public health programs in the U.S. that are
already struggling to provide important
reproductive health care services to millions of
Americans. The Title X program is the only
national program dedicated solely to funding
reproductive health care services for low-income
women. In contrast to this proposal, President
Bush's budget calls for a $28 million increase for
abstinence-only programs—programs that
studies have shown do not work in delaying
sexual activity among teens and do not prevent
unintended pregnancies or sexually transmitted
infections.

During the 1980s, the Title X program suffered
deep funding cuts and since then the federal
government has failed to restore full funding
levels. Due to inflation and recent increases in
contraceptive costs, clinics continue to struggle
to provide services to a growing number of
uninsured and underinsured Americans.

Though the U.S. Congress approves the final
federal budget, the President's proposal serves
as a starting point, making it more difficult to
reverse the trend of failing the health care needs
of American women.

Take action to improve women's accessto
health care! E-mail your legislators in Congress
today and let them know you want Title X
funding increased to serve the millions of
women in need. To find out who represents
you in D.C. and their contact information, go to
www.ppnt.org.

Help Make a Change in Texas!

PPNT is recruiting volunteers who want to
promote access to family planning and
reproductive health care. The legislative session
is the perfect time to get involved and contact
your legislators about the importance of family
planning to the health of Texas women and
their families! Go to www .ppnt.org today
and sign-up to our Make a Change in the
80th Texas Legislatur e Campaign.

PPNT
L@ 7424 GREENVILLE AVENUE, SUITE 206
DALLAS, TEXAS 75231

Want to receive
quicker updates from
PPNT? Sign-up for
our online Action
Network! To sign up,
simply go to
www .ppnt.or g or
send your name and
e-mail addressto
info.public@ppnt.or g.
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HPV Vaccine and
Governor Perry's Mandate

On February 2, Governor Rick Perry signed
an executive order requiring all Texas girls
entering the sixth grade beginning in
September 2008 to receive Merck's HPV
vaccine Gardasil. The HPV vaccine is a
major breakthrough in the fight to prevent
cervical cancer and lawmakers around the
country are currently considering legislation
relating to HPV immunization for students.

Two HPV related bills were introduced in the
Texas House following the Governor's
executive order. The first, HB 1098 by Rep.
Bonnen (R-Angleton), would rescind the
executive order and prohibit future
immunization for HPV as a condition for
admission to public school. The second bill,
HB 1379 by Rep. Deshotel (D-Port Arthur),
would direct the Texas Department of State
Health Services to create and distribute
materials about the HPV vaccine in order to
increase awareness and education among
the public. Both bills are moving swiftly
through the legislative process.

While the Governor's executive order is a
positive step in women's preventive care, it
is important that such a requirement not
create a financial burden on families, since
the vaccine is expensive. While the
Governor's order does include the same
opt-out policies for parents as for other
vaccines (for religious or philosophical
reasons), it is important to first educate and
adequately finance the vaccine for it to be
an effective tool in the prevention of cancer.
Learn more at www .ppnt.org.

What is HPV?

Human papillomavirus (HPV)is
currently the most common sexually
transmitted infection in the United
States. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
approximately 20 million Americans
ages 15 to 49 are currently infected.

For the most part, infections with HPV
are not serious. Most people become
infected with strains of HPV that do
not have symptoms or cause any
problems. However, in some cases,
people become infected with strains
of HPV that can result in cervical
cancer. Every year in the U.S., 10,000
women are diagnosed with cervical
cancer and 4,000 die of the disease.

In July 2006, the Food and Drug
Administration approved Gardasil for
girls and women ages 9 to 26.
Gardasil in clinical studies has been
shown to be 100% effective at
preventing infection with the strains
of HPV that are responsible for more
than 70% of cervical cancer cases.
According to the CDC,the vaccine is
safe and has no serious side effects.
Ideally, the vaccine should be
administer ed befor e onset of sexual
activity .




Texas Legislative
Session Continues

The 80th Texas Legislative session is in full
swing, and PPNT has been educating
legislators about the importance of family
planning funding and greater access to
family planning health care and sexual
health information. PPNT is also working to
oppose legislation that will reduce access to
reproductive health care in Texas.

Family Planning Funding

In the 2005 Texas Legislative session, anti-
choice legislators added an amendment,
Rider 81, to the state budget bill that
diverted $20 million of family planning
funds away from proven family planning
providers and gave these funds directly to
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs).
While FQHCs provide important services to
the community, they lack the capacity to see
such large numbers of family planning
patients. Thus, this diversion of funds has
had harmful consequences for women who
rely on subsidized family planning services.
In 2006, 33,000 fewer Texas women were
able to get care than in 2005.

Another $5 million of family planning
funding was diverted to an “alternatives to
abortion” program, which finances anti-
choice organizations that provide no
medical services and do nothing to help
women prevent unintended pregnancies in
the first place.

PPNT opposes the renewal of Rider 81 (now
Rider 63) and the “alternatives to abortion”
program. Both waste scarce public funds,
fail to help women prevent unintended
pregnancies, and continue to leave many
Texas women without access to affordable,
quality health care.

HB 175/SB186 - Abor tion OTiggerO Ban

HB 175 by Rep. Chisum (R-Pampa) and SB
186 by Senator Patrick (R-Houston) are

identical abortion “trigger bans” that would
make abortion illegal in Texas if Roev. Wade
were overturned by the U.S. Supreme
Court—allowing an exception only to
prevent the death of a pregnant woman.
They contain no exceptions for the health of
the pregnant woman or for cases of rape or
incest.

Abortion bans do nothing to reduce
abortion and only make accessing the
procedure more difficult and result in
unsafe, often deadly procedures.
Approximately half of all pregnancies in the
U.S. each year are unintended pregnancies
and almost half of those end in an abortion.
The only effective way to reduce abortions
is to prevent unintended pregnancies in the
first place through increased knowledge of
and access to family planning services and
education.

HB 503 - Comprehensive
Sex Education Act

Current Texas law requires sex education
classes to emphasize abstinence-only, but
they are not required to provide information
on contraceptives or condom use. HB 503
by Rep. Castro (D-San Antonio) would
require that abstinence-only behavior still be
emphasized while also requiring medically-
accurate information about the health
benefits of contraception and condom use.
Additionally, this bill would include
strategies to promote effective
communication between teens and their
parents about human sexuality, address the
legal rights of sexual assault survivors, and
address the economic and emotional
requirements of fatherhood.

Giving young people all the information
they need to help protect themselves when,
in the future, they do become sexually
active is an important part of reducing rates
of sexually transmitted infections and
unintended pregnancies. Studies have
shown that teens in abstinence-only



programs are less likely to use condoms and
contraception to protect themselves when
they do have sex than teens who were in a
comprehensive sex education program.

Take Action! Tell your elected
officials you oppose cuts to family
planning funding and suppor t
preventive health care. Goto

www .ppnt.org to send a message
today through an advocacy campaign
None click is all it takes!

North Texans Travel to Austin
For Lobby Day 2007

More than 500 family planning supporters
from around the state converged on the
Texas Capitol in Austin on Wednesday,
February 28 to meet and talk to elected
officials and their staff about accessible
reproductive health care in Texas. These
supporters, including 100 supporters and
staff from Planned Parenthood of North
Texas (PPNT), enjoyed a fun and exciting day
themed “Prevention First!” to show how
preventive services like family planning are
vital to women's health care. All supporters
were encouraged to wear pink for Texas
women - and all the pink was certainly
noticed!

PPNT supporters discussed the negative
impact the diversion of family planning
funds has had on women's health and
created awareness of the need for
comprehensive sex education in Texas
schools and for contraceptive equity
through all health insurance plans in the
state.

Even if you missed Lobby Day, you can still
let your representatives in Austin know you
support funding for family planning and
greater access to family planning health
care and information! Go online to

www.ppnt.org to send them a message
through an advocacy campaign on our
homepage.

Prevention First Act of 2007

On January 4, U.S. Senator Harry Reid (D-
NV) introduced the Prevention First Act of
2007, a comprehensive family planning
initiative designed to expand access to
preventive health care services and to
education programs that help reduce
unintended pregnancies, prevent the spread
of sexually transmitted infections (STls), and
support healthy families—all while saving
public health dollars. Prevention is the key
to building strong, healthy families. By
preventing unintended pregnancies and STls
in the first place through accessible
reproductive health care services and family
planning education, women and men are
able to protect their health, plan their
families, and achieve healthier lives.

The U.S. has one of the highest rates of
unintended pregnancies, abortion and STls
among industrialized nations—twice as high
as in England and eight times as high as in
the Netherlands. This bill will help improve
access to information and reproductive
health care that will help lower these rates,
save scarce public funding by preventing
and treating conditions before they
progress, and increase the well-being of
U.S. women and their families. For more
information on the Prevention First Act of
2007, go to www.ppnt.org.

President Bush's 2008 Budget
Falls Short For Family
Planning

President Bush recently released his budget
proposal for fiscal year (FY) 2008 that
including his proposals for funding family
planning organizations through the Title X
program. The budget proposal called for a
continued flat-funding of the Title X

continued on back page>



