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U.S. SUPREME COURT DISREGARDS
WOMEN'S HEALTH
The U.S. Supreme Court took a huge step
backward for women's health on April 18 when
it upheld the 2003 Federal Abortion Ban in a 5-
4 decision.  In supporting the law, the Court
upheld the first federal ban on a particular
medical procedure, one that many doctors say is
the safest for some patients, and a law that
does not include a health exception.  This flies in
the face of 34 years of Supreme Court decisions
that have said protecting a woman's health and
safety is paramount. 

By upholding the ban, the Court has made it
easier for politiciansÑnot doctorsÑto make
personal medical decisions for women.  The
president of the anti-choice group Operation
Rescue stated, “The court has now said it's
OK to ban procedures.  We can do more
than just put hurdles in front of women
seeking abortions—we can put roadblocks
in front of them.”

The federal abortion ban, signed into law by
President Bush in 2003, outlaws a procedure
used in second-trimester abortions that doctors
say is often the safest for a woman's health.  In
1973, Roe v. Wade established that a woman's
health should be of paramount concern, and
that abortion regulations must include
exceptions to protect the health of a woman.
The federal abortion ban contains no such
exception, so Planned Parenthood and other
organizations challenged the ban in court.
Learn more at www.ppnt.org.

Help Protect Women's Health! 
Following the Supreme Court's decision, Senator
Boxer (D-CA) and Rep. Nadler (D-NY) introduced
the Freedom of Choice Act, a bill that would
codify Roe v. Wade and protect every woman's
right to chooseÑwhether it be the choice to
use birth control, to have a child, or to
terminate a pregnancy.  Go to www.ppnt.org to
send a message urging your Congressional
representatives to pass the Freedom of Choice
Act.



80TH TEXAS LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION ENDS
The 80th Texas Legislative session in Austin
concluded May 28.  We appreciate all the e-
mails, phone calls, and letters you sent to
your legislators in support of reproductive
health issues.  Thanks to your efforts, no
anti-choice bills were passed! Learn
more about these and other bills at
www.ppnt.org.

Anti-Choice Bills Defeated!

Abor tion ÒTrigger BanÓ 

HB 175 by Rep. Chisum (R-Pampa) and SB
186 by Senator Patrick (R-Houston) did not
make it out of committee.  These abortion
Òtrigger banÓ bills would have made
abortions illegal in Texas if Roe v. Wade
were overturned by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Making abortions illegal does not result in
fewer abortions; instead, it results in unsafe,
often deadly procedures. The best way to
decrease the number of abortions is to
decrease the number of unintended
pregnancies through increased knowledge
of and access to family planning services
and education.  Almost half of all births in
the U.S. every year are unintended and
almost half of those end in an abortion.

Mandating Misinfor med Consent

HB 21 by Rep. Corte (R-San Antonio) made
it out of committee but was not voted on
by the full House.  This bill would have
changed current law to disallow clinics from

providing standard information about an
abortion by audio or video recording.  The
bill would have required physicians to
provide this information orally in person or
over the phone.  The bill would have also
mandated that a woman be given state-
directed materials prior to having an
abortion, even if she did not want to review
them.  As there was no medical reason for
this bill and it would have done nothing
new to inform women about their medical
care, PPNT opposed this legislation.

Mandator y Abor tion Reporting

HB 1750 did not make it out of committee.
SB 785 by Sen. Shapiro (R-Plano) made it
through the Senate but the House failed to
pass the bill by its deadline.  These bills
would have mandated intrusive and
unnecessary reporting requirements by
abortion clinics and women having an
abortion.  Such reporting mandates are not
required for any other medical procedure
and would have been made available to the
public.  

In addition to imposing unnecessary
reporting requirements on abortion patients
and providers, this legislation would have
also mandated that judges who hear judicial
bypass casesÑcases in which minors seek
judicial permission to have an abortion,
because they cannot invoke a parentÑfile
reports as well.  Having this information
available to the public would put the
personal safety and security of judges who
grant judicial bypasses at risk.
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Required Viewing of an Ultrasound
Befor e an Abor tion

SB 920 by Sen. Patrick (R-Houston) made it
through the Senate but the House also
failed to pass this bill by its deadline.  If
passed, this legislation would have forced a
woman seeking an abortion be provided
with an ultrasound image of her fetus
before she could have an abortion, even if
she did not want to see it!

Mandating that a woman view an
ultrasound image before an abortion is not
about health care; it is about shaming a
woman for her choice to terminate her
pregnancy.  An ultrasound is a medical
procedure, not a political tool, and
doctorsÑnot politiciansÑshould decide
when ultrasound images are medically
appropriate and necessary.

Governor Perry's HPV Mandate
Rescinded; HPV Education Bill
Passed

Prohibiting Required HPV Immunization

HB 1098 by Rep. Bonnen (R-Angleton) easily
passed both the House and Senate and
became state law without Governor Perry's
signature.  This law specifically prohibits any
requirement for HPV vaccination for entry
into schools, undoing the Governor's
executive order requiring all girls to become
vaccinated against HPV before entering the
sixth grade.

While the Governor's executive order was a
positive step in women's preventive care,
such a requirement could create a financial
burden on families, since the vaccine is
expensive and the Governor's order did not
include extra funding to help low-income
families.  It is important to first educate and
adequately finance the vaccine for it to be
an effective health care initiative in the
prevention of cancer.

The newly approved vaccine against HPV
(human papillomavirus) can protect against

the types of HPV that are responsible for
more than 70% of cervical cancer cases.
You can read more about HPV at
www.ppnt.org.  The vaccine is available at
PPNT clinics.  Call 1-800-230-PLAN for more
information. 

HPV Education Act

HB 1379 by Rep. Deshotel (D-Port Arthur)
directs the Department of State Health
Services to produce and distribute
educational materials about the HPV
vaccine.  It was signed into law by Governor
Perry.  The materials will have information
relating to the vaccine's effectiveness,
availability, and possible side effects.
Educating the public about HPV
immunization could drastically decrease the
number of women who contract HPV and
later develop cervical cancer.

Legislators Fail to Pass 
Women's Health Bills 

Texas Prevention First Act

The Texas Prevention First Act would have
expanded outreach for family planning
services, promoted more accurate sex
education in public schools, and kept
parents fully informed about their teens' sex
education instruction.  Unfortunately, SB
837 by Senator Watson (D-Austin) never
made it out of committee.  HB 1842 by
Rep. Strama (D-Austin) made it out of
committee but did not receive a full vote by
the Texas House.

Increased access to preventive family
planning programs and more complete sex
education for young people would help to
decrease unintended pregnancies and
sexually transmitted infections, while saving
scarce public dollars. 

Comprehensive Sex Education Act

Currently most Texas schools teach
abstinence-only-until-marriage in sex
education courses.  If they mention



condoms and contraception at all, they do
so only in terms of failure rates.
Abstinence-only programs have not been
proven effective, while comprehensive sex
education has been shown to delay
initiation of sex, reduce frequency of sex,
and increase contraceptive use. 

HB 503 by Rep. Castro (D-San Antonio)
would have helped students to receive
comprehensive, medically-accurate
information about condoms and
contraception to help them protect
themselves from unintended pregnancies
and sexually transmitted infections,
including HIV.  Additionally, the bill would
have helped students communicate with
their parents about human sexuality, learn
the legal rights of survivors of sexual
assault, and understand the economic and
emotional requirements of fatherhood.
However, this bill failed even to receive
a hearing in committee.

FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM
FUNDING AGAIN DIVERTED
Last session's state budget included two
provisions that impeded women's access to
preventive health care. Despite the best
efforts of family planning supporters, both
are included in the fiscal year 2008-2009
Texas budget.

$20 Million Diverted from Proven
Family Planning Providers
One provision again takes $20 million away
from proven providers of family planning
health care services and gives it to Federally
Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs).  While
FQHCs provide important health services to
the community, they do not have the
capacity to see large numbers of family
planning patients.  As a result, 33,000
fewer women were provided with
family planning services in 2006 alone,
and all indications are that fewer women
will receive preventive health services again
this year.

While this provision is still included in the
budget, we were successful in adding new
language to it that will, hopefully, halt the
decrease in the number of women who
receive family planning services.

“Alternatives to Abortion”
Program Remains
Again, $5 million in funding was taken from
preventive health care programs and given
to the Òalternatives to abortionÓ program.
This program provides public funding for
crisis pregnancy centers, agencies with a
mission to dissuade women from choosing
an abortion by subjecting them to
medically-inaccurate propaganda.  These
organizations provide no medical services
and do nothing to help women prevent
unintended pregnancies in the first place!
After almost two years of the program,
these agencies have only served 1,400
clients—with $5 million of taxpayer
money!

This ineffective program has not only
wasted your money, but has also hurt Texas
women and their families.  With the $5
million appropriated for the Òalternatives to
abortionÓ program, proven providers like
Planned Parenthood could have served
17,000 more low-income women.
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Volunteer for Teen Savvy!

Want to help make a difference in
the life of another?  PPNT's 17th
annual Teen Savvy workshop is set
for July 26.  Teen Savvy is a daylong
program to help build life skills and
self-image for youth ages 11-17.
Please contact Cindy Davis at (214)
363-2004 if you would like to assist
as a hall, room, or parking lot
monitor, with on-site registration, or
with food and T-shirt distribution.


