go towards promoting abstinence,a policy
which haskept HIV prevention organizations
from operating most effectively Theintroduced
anti-family planning amendmentswould have
cancelledout these commonsenseprovisions.

Thanks to the quick actions of supporters
like you, the amendments wer e defeated!
Their efforts stopped thesewrongheaded
amendmentsfrom passingand ensured
increasedaccesso reproductive health care and
information for women and men in some of the
poorest countries. The Pittsamendment, nulli-
fying the removal of abstinencerestrictions,
failed 200-226. The Smith amendment,
denying contraceptivesand condoms, failed
205-218.

Got a MySpace Page?

We do too! Checkout our brand new MySpace
page at www .myspace.com/ppnt. Readour cur-
rent blog post, or add us asa friend!

SAVE THE DATE!

SEPTEMBER

September21, 2007 N OBirthControl UpdateO
Center for Community Cooperation, Dallas

September28, 2007 N OCocktailsfor a CauseO
Conduit Gallery, Dallas

NOVEMBER

November8, 2007 N OLaSexualidadde los
Adolescentes: Enfoque en los Jovened.atinosy
susFamiliaesO

Center for Community Cooperation, Dallas

November8, 2007 N OApproachego Poviding
Repoductive Health Care for Latino Youth:
Clinical ConsiderationsO

Center for Community Cooperation, Dallas

To purchasetickets or for more information, call
(214) 363-2004 or visit www .ppnt.org.
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Birth Control Prices Skyrocketing,
Harming Low-Income Women and
Students

Millions of women around the country are
losing accesgo affordable contraceptives
becausethey can no longer afford themN

putting them at risk for unintended preg-

nanciesand serioushealth problems.

Thefederal Deficit ReductionAct (DRA),
enacted by Congressin 2006, made a com-
plex changeto the Medicaid rebate laws
that endsincentivesfor drug companiesto
provide discounted contraceptivesto safety-
net providerslike health centersand college
clinics. As a result, birth control pricesare
skyiocketing acrossthe country to double,
eventriple amounts. At TexasA&M, for
example, priceshaverisenfrom $15 to $45,
creating a hardship for working students
already struggling with rising tuition costs.

Birth control is a critical part of basichealth
care for all women and they deservea
chanceto preventan unintended pregnancy

These women need your help! Please
urge Senator Hutchison to act immedi -
ately to fix the drug pricing problems
caused by the DRA. Simply fill out the
enclosed postcard, add a stamp, and
mail it back to us. Or go online to

www .ppnt.org to the Take Action sectionon
the homepage and send an e-mail to your
representativesfrom our OEIl Congressto
Keep Birth Control AffordableOadvocacy
campaign.

Help ensute that the most vulnerablein our
community have accesso contraceptives.

How is This Hurting Women?

“l am a student and need low-cost birth
control and exams. | go to school full
time and | am 25 and no longer can be
on my family's health plan. Planned
Parenthood helps people like me.”

NPPNT patient from Denton

U.S. House Defeats Anti-Planned
Parenthood Amendment!

During the debate of the LaborHHS
spending bill for 2008, Rep.Mike Pence(R-
IN) offered an amendment that would have
taken away Title X family planning funds
specificallyfrom PlannedParenthoodhealth
centers. Thisamendment had nothing to
do with women's health and would only
have burdened those who rely on our selv-
icesfor affordable, accessiblecare.

Fortunately , the Pence amendment was
defeated 231-189! Unfortunately , every
North Texas legislator voted in favor of
the Pence amendment except Rep.
Edwards (D-17), Rep. Granger (R-12),
and Rep. EBJohnson (D-13).

PlannedPaenthood leamed about the
Penceamendment only hours before it was
introduced, and we had limited time to alent
our supportersso they could contact their
representatives. In the futur e, you, too,
can speak out for our patients! Giveus
your e-mail addressso you can receive
timely alertsand waysto act on legislation
affecting accesgo reproductive health care
before the votesare cast. Jointhe Action



Network at www.ppnt.org or sendan e-
mail to info.public@ppnt.org.

New Law Hurting U.S. CitizensO
Accessto Health Care

The Deficit ReductionAct isn't just affecting
birth control prices. The law alsorequires
current Medicaid beneficiariesand new
applicantsto prove their U.S.citizenshipin
order to qualify for servicesNincluding
reproductive health care serviceshat pre-
vent sexuallytransmitted infections and
unintended pregnancies.

Thismay not sound like a difficult require-
ment, but many low-income families cannot
provide or do not have the necessarydocu-
ments, such as original copiesof birth cer-
tificates or a passport. Indeed, since the
law's enactment, hundr eds of thou -
sands of U.S. citizens, especially chil-
dren and the elderly, have been denied
accessto essential health care services
just becausethey don't have, are unable to
find, or can't afford notarized copiesof
these documents.

Denying U.S.citizensaccesgo essential
health care serviceds not only heartless,it
also puts them at risk of developing serious,
costly health problemsthat could end up
straining the public health care system
down the road. Additionally, severalstates
are reporting significantincreasesin admin-
istrative costsas a consequenceof this
requirement.

RepesentativeBrown (D-FL)and Senator
Bingaman(D-NM) have introduced legisla
tion (HR1878/S909) that would return to
the statesauthority to determine what citi-
zenshipverification is required for Medicaid
eligibility. Thesebills would provide more
flexible methods of proving citizenship,so
citizenscan obtain the care they need.

Send an e-mail today to your
Congressmember at www .ppnt.org.
Encouragethem to support citizens'access
to important health care servicesNjustclick

on the OEll Congressto Stop Harming U.S.
CitizensOadvocacycampaignin the Take
Action sectionon the PPNThome page. It
fast and easy!

S

For more information about this and
other federal legislation, please visit
www .ppnt.or g/advocacy/legislation-
court-cases/federal-legislation.html.

Congress Considering Increase to
Funding for Family Planning

Congressis finalizing the LaborHealth and
Human Services-EducatiofLaborHHS)
appropriations bill, which includesfunding
for Title X, the only national funding pro-
gram dedicated solelyfor family planning
services. Unfortunately, Title X is severely
under funded, leaving more than 1.5
million low-income women without
accessto preventive reproductive health
care.

While the Senate'sversionof the LaborHHS
bill would increaseTitle X by $16 million,
the House'sversionof the bill proposesan
increasefor Title X by $28 million-the
largestincreasein 25 years-bringingthe
total to $311 million!

However the House'sversionof the
spending bill ties the funding increasefor
Title X to a $28 million increaseto the
Community BasedAbstinence Education
(CBAE)rogram, a funding source for abstk
nence-only-until-marriageprograms. The
Senateversion,instead, cuts the CBAEpro-
gram by $28 million.

PPNTopposesany funding increasefor
abstinence-onlyprograms, asthey do not
give students complete and medically-accu
rate information about condomsand con-
traception. Furthemore, a recent federally
funded study by the Mathematica Institute
found that abstinence-onlyprograms have
no effect in delayingteen sexualactivity or



reducing unintended pregnanciesor sexually
transmitted infections.

Congressis expectedto complete the Labor
HHSspendingbill in Septemberor October
when both housesreturn from summer
break.

It's time for Congressto stop wasting
money on dangerousabstinence-onlypro-
grams! Go to www .ppnt.org and send a
message urging your representatives to
OHelpProtect Teens Through REAL Sex
Education,O to help them get the med-
ically-accurate,comprehensivesexualhealth
information they deserve.

Title X - What does it do?

The Title X program helps clinicsnation-
wide provide more than 5 million people
with basicreproductive health care such
as:

> Papsmearsand breastand pelvic
exams

> Contraception

> Testing and treatment for sexually
transmitted infections

> And much morel

> The use of Title X funds for abortion
services is prohibited.

Thesesewicesare vital in reducing unin-
tended pregnanciesand detecting
serioushealth problems.

SCHIP- Protecting
Uninsur ed Children

Congressis working to reauthorize the
State Children's Health InsuranceProgram
(SCHIP}hat providesmillions of low-income
children and pregnant women with health
insurance. Reauthorizationof SCHIAs

essentialto ensure more children receive
affordable, preventive health care.

Earlyin August, the U.S.Housevoted 225-
204 to extend SCHIPand, the Senatevoted
68-31 to do so,aswell. The bad news is
that the majority of North Texas House
members voted against the SCHIPbiIll,
with the exception of Rep.Edwads (D-17)
and Rep.EBJohnson(D-13). TexasSen.
Hutchisonvoted to reauthorize SCHIPbut
TexasSen.Cornyn did not.

The program needsto be reauthorized by
Sept. 30, and Congressis currently working
on a compromise between the Senateand
Houseversionsof the bill.

Stay tuned! PrsidentBushhasthreatened
to veto this important legislation becausehe
is opposedto expanding health care access
to more children through SCHIP Sign up
for the Action Network at www.ppnt.org
or sendan e-mail to info.public@ppnt.org
and give us your e-mail addressto leam
how and when you can act to urge the
Presidentto approve reauthorization of
SCHIP

PPNTSupporters At WorkKN
Increased Inter national Accessto
Contraceptives!

In Junethe U.S.Housedefeated two anti-
family planning amendmentsintroduced by
Rep.Pitts (R-A) and Rep.Smith (R-NJ}o
the 2008 Foreign Operationsspending bill
that would have denied contraceptivesand
better HIV/AIDSprevention practicesto
organizationsproviding health care in devel
oping nations.

The spending bill allows the U.S.to donate
contraceptivesand condoms, but no money,
to international organizationsthat have
been denied U.S.aid becauseof their abor-
tion policies. The bill alsoremovesa restric
tion on funding for the President's AIDSini-
tiative that requires one-third of funding to

continued on back page>



